COMM 1007
A3: Final Assessment

	Target Competencies
		1. Analyze post-secondary sources to distinguish the purpose, organization, and logic of an argument across a variety of platforms. 
2. Demonstrate research skills by locating, evaluating, and organizing information from a variety of sources.
3. Produce organized, unified, and coherent work using correct grammar, mechanics, diction, and a standard formatting and documentation style.
4. Create informative and/or persuasive works in which the main points are supported by appropriate evidence.

	








Evaluation: 
Short Composition (Summary) at 10% + Short Answers at 10%: 		20%

General Assignment Description

Your Final Assessment requires you to demonstrate a collection of skills that are learned, practiced, and evaluated in COMM 1007. There are two parts to this assessment:
1. A summary of your chosen reading, 150-200 words long
2. Short answers, approximately 100 words long each and based on your chosen reading, to critical thinking and writing style questions

You have three readings to choose from. Each reading can be found on Actively Learn and is also accessible through the provided link below*.

	Option 1
	Option 2
	Option 3

	Not in the Past: Colonialism Is Rooted in the Present (Midzain-Gobin & Smith, 2021).
	After COVID-19, Funding Post-Secondary Students Directly Could Create More Accessible Education (Anand, 2021).
	Why All Human Rights Depend on a Health Environment (Boyd, 2020).



*Note: format your article’s reference based on your method of article access 





Assignment Directions

1. Use this document as your Final Assessment template. You can type your summary composition and short answers in the spaces provided.
2. Your summary should include the necessary citation and reference elements: give credit to the author(s) throughout the summary. See the Week 2 content on Blackboard (Weekly Learning Materials) for directions on summary writing.
3. Create a reference for your chosen article in APA format, and include it in the provided space at the end of your summary. Any in-text citations you provide should also be formatted in correct APA style.
· Note: APA writing format is not a requirement for your summary and short answers: only reference and citation formats will be evaluated.
4. Most questions in the short answer section focus on critical thinking concepts such as intended purpose, use of evidence, and author bias. See the Week 3-4 content on Blackboard (Weekly Learning Materials) for information on these concepts.
5. A final question in the short answer section focuses on identifying writing styles within the article. See the Week 9 content on Blackboard (Weekly Learning Materials), specifically the online textbook chapter linked within the section titled Expository Writing: Writing That Makes a Point, for more information on the different styles.
6. Submit your completed Final Assessment through Blackboard by the assigned due date. Make sure your document is uploaded in one of the accessible formats (.docx, .pdf, .rtf, .odt)


Highlight your chosen article’s name and author(s):

1. Not in the Past: Colonialism Is Rooted in the Present (Midzain-Gobin & Smith, 2021).
2. After COVID-19, Funding Post-Secondary Students Directly Could Create More Accessible Education (Anand, 2021).
3. Why All Human Rights Depend on a Health Environment (Boyd, 2020).



Part 1: Summary

Write a clear, concise summary (150-200 words in length) of the exam reading. Your summary will be graded on its accuracy and organization. Your style, grammar/mechanics, and ability to give credit to the author will also be evaluated. 

Write your summary paragraph below:

· A healthy biosphere is vital for the survival and life of living things. Human rights depended on the quality of the ecosystem and biodiversity includes the rights to health, life, water, foodstuff, and a healthy environment. The ecosystem needs to be taken care of as it is the source of clean air, safe water, and regulated climate. Human actions that damage ecosystem and biodiversity have increased the risks of infectious and outbreak diseases e.g, Covid-19. 
· Different parts of the world have noted the vital role of human rights in protecting the ecosystem. Bodies such as The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate change have taken a great initiative of creating awareness on the immediate need to address the global environment crisis (Boyd, 2020). Human rights have progressively been used to address planetary environmental emergencies through a series of transformative changes and strategies.
· Human beings have identified the need for a clean and healthy environment and legal actions are taken against the degradation and pollution of the ecosystem. Last year the Supreme Court ordered the Dutch government to stop the greenhouse gas emissions which violated human rights. The right for people to live in a healthy and maintainable environment has resulted in the adoption of policies and laws that protect, ensure public participation in decisions involving conservation of the environment and improved environmental performance (Boyd, 2020).
· The world should adopt measures that ensure a healthy environment before it is too late. A healthy environment benefits not only the current but future generations. States should employ a rights-based approach that focuses on four key areas which include: adopting positive economic plans, focus on drivers of zoonotic diseases, actions that protect nature, and valuing the rights of people despite their origin, race, and culture.

Reference
Insert your APA style reference below:

Boyd, D. (2020). Why All Human Rights Depend on a Health Environment.

Part 2: Critical Analysis Questions

Answer the following questions, basing your answers on the exam reading. Each answer will be graded based on its completeness, and your style, grammar/mechanics, and ability to cite the source material (where needed) will also be evaluated. 


Question 1 (Week 2):
Identify the article’s purpose(s), using examples from the text where necessary.

Write your answer below:

· The purpose of the article by David Boyd is to create awareness of the emerging need for a healthy environment and biosphere. The article discloses the present consequences of the mistakes which have been made before regarding environmental conservation.
An example is an empty land in Amazonas state, Brazil which burned and deforested by cattle farmers. The article also identifies the immediate need to take measures and adopt policies that protect the environment and human rights. The applauses the legal measures adopted by the government to ensure a healthy environment. The right to a healthy environment has so far been accepted by above 80% of the United Nation's member states.  An example was of legal actions mentioned include the Supreme Court of Colombia ordered against deforestation which violated the human right to a healthy environment (Boyd, 2020).
Question 2 (Week 3):
Identify the author’s/authors’ bias, using examples from the text where necessary.

Write your answer below:

· The author identifies the negative impacts of an unhealthy environment and does not state what could have resulted in such actions. From the example of burned and deforested land in Columbia by the farmers, the author discourages the act but does not consider the reasons contributing to it. The farmers around that area could have been forced by circumstances such as lack of pasture for their cattle or maybe they were trying to earn a living.
· The author identifies the Covid-19 pandemic as a result of human actions that damage ecosystems and bioversity. The author ignores any other factors which would have resulted in the pandemic (Boyd, 2020). The author states that communities that are sheltered by healthy mangrove environments have fewer chances to suffer deaths as a result of cyclones. The author ignores activities and lifestyles which could protect or put them at risk of contracting such condition.


Question 3 (Week 4):
Identify at least two types of evidence used within the article: classify them by name and provide a clear example from the article for each type.  

Write your answer below:

· [bookmark: _GoBack]There are types of evidence used within this article. One of them is demonstrative evidence. This is expressed in images e.g. a picture showing the 'Cyclone Kenneth struck Ibo Island, Mozambique, destructing populations and polluting drinking water boreholes '. Another example is a picture captured showing the deforested land in Colombia. Another evidence is from a published document that describes the Dutch supreme court resolution on human rights and climate change(Boyd, 2020). Another evidence used is historical ideas. The author talks about the speed and scale for which the world has evolved and the different changes in climate and environment that have been witnessed over many decades.
 

Question 4 (Week 9):
Identify at least two writing styles used within the article and explain how the use of these styles helps to support the author’s intended purpose OR the author’s bias.

Write your answer below:

· One of the evident styles used by the author is expository. The author uses this style to explain how and why all human beings depend on a healthy environment. The author states clearly the reasons, importance, and consequences of a healthy and sustainable environment.
· The author also uses a persuasive writing style. He uses the proven and past events to influence the need of states to adopt strategies that protect and conserve the environment (Boyd, 2020). The author appreciates and recognizes the measures and legal actions taken by the Supreme court in eradicating actions that pollute the environment.
· The author uses descriptive style since he dives deep into the topic. He gives a lot of reasons to believe and support a healthy environment. He states the many advantages of a clean environment which are meant to benefit all human beings and even future generations.



Summary Rubric
	Credit: 
· Includes the author’s full name, name of text, and main idea in the topic sentence. 
· Mentions the author throughout the article
· Ends with an APA reference (necessary) and provides in-text citations for direct quotes (if used).[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Referencing and citation errors that lead to plagiarism (deliberate or accidental) may result in a grade of 0 on the exam] 

	


/1.5

	Accuracy: 
· Accurately and clearly represents the author’s purpose, argument, and stated concepts. 
· Includes all main/major points from the reading. 
· No unnecessary supporting details given. 
· Does not include the student’s opinion.
	



/4

	Organization: 
· Length falls between 150-200 words. 
· The order of the summary is logical; chronology is preserved. 
	

/1.5

	Style and Grammar: 
· Transitions are used and are unobtrusive. 
· Appropriate voice and vocabulary are used; effective paraphrasing is used.
· Correct grammar, spelling, and mechanics are used
	

/3
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Short Answers Rubric
	Indicator
	Requirements
	Comments
	Score

	Accuracy
	Answers are specific to the questions asked, reflecting the article’s purpose, bias, types of evidence used, and writing styles.
	
	



/4

	Development
	Explanations and examples are logical and well-developed.
	
	



/4

	Grammar & Mechanics, APA
	May contain a few grammar, spelling and formatting errors but they do not undermine overall effectiveness of the writing.
APA citations, if required, are correct[footnoteRef:2] [2:  As above] 
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